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Coming in April: 

4/9, 7 pm: Worship/Music  Committee 
Meeting                                                                  
4/14, 12:30 pm: Birthday Dinner 
4/17, 6:30 pm: Property Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting      
4/22, 6:30 pm: Action/Reflection 
Committee Meeting                                   
               

3/2, 9 am—2 pm: Deep Leadership       
3/3, 12:30 pm Youth Brethren Be-
liefs                                              
3/6, 7 pm: Deacon Meeting             
3/12, 7 pm: Worship/Music          
Committee Meeting                                                                  
3/17, noon: Love Feast               
3/18, 6:30 pm: Action/Reflection 
Committee Meeting                                   
3/20, 6:30 pm: Property Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting          
3/31, 9:45 am: Easter Breakfast               
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Oakton Church of the Brethren will celebrate Love 

Feast on Sunday afternoon March 17, two weeks before 

Easter. The service is a spiritually moving remembrance 

of Jesus’ Last Supper of as told in the Gospel of John, 

chapter 13.  

This year’s theme is: Celebrating the Lord’s Supper Togeth-

er and will include Communion during the morning 

Worship hour with meal and feet-washing to follow. 

Childcare will be provided.  

Please set this as a priority on your calendar and join 

your church family for this important event.  
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Spring Love Feast March 17, noon 

On Sunday, March 18th after worship we 

will celebrate the very popular “All-Church        

Birthday Dinner.”  

 

Sign up by month in the Narthex. 

Birthday Dinner 

Gather in the Fellowship Hall for a carry-in breakfast at 

9:45 am before Worship (11:00) on Easter Sunday. 

Come celebrate the joy resurrection of Jesus and the 

promise of new life in Christ. 

Easter Sunday Carry-in Breakfast 

http://www.oaktonbrethren.org


Sunday, March 17, we will 
share Love Feast in a new 
way: Communion will be 
received during worship, 
the meal will follow wor-
ship and feetwashing will 
conclude the event.  

Love Feast is cherished by 
the Brethren with at least 
five symbolic meanings. 
First, we the communion 
offers thanksgiving in 
symbols of bread and cup 
—- His body broken for us 
and his blood given for us.  

Second, the meal points 
to our shared fellowship 
as brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Eating together as 
an act of love reaffirming 
the bond which we share 
and the hope we proclaim. 

Third, throughout the 
service we have opportu-
nities to reflect on and 
confess our sin to God. 

Fourth, we express hu-
mility, submission, and 
service as disciples. Fol-
lowing our servant-Lord, 
we put his servant-hood 
into practice symbolically 
in the washing of one 
another’s feet as he 
asked his disciples to do. 

Finally, as we rise from 
washing feet, we embrace 
our brother or sister and 
symbolize the reconcilia-
tion we find in Christ 
together. We forgive one 
another and are, our-
selves, forgiven by God. 

The timing and style of 
the service has changed 
this year but the symbol-
ism and significance are 
still the same. In this 
event, more so than any 
other in the Christian 
tradition, we embody 
what we are called by 
Christ to be: a family of 
faith in service, reconcili-
ation, and worship. 

Communion is open to 
all who express faith in 
Christ. The fellowship 
meal is open to anyone 
who wishes to attend. 
The feetwashing is a re-
flection of the bond of 
our submission to Christ. 
There’s room at our table 
for everyone who wants 
to be part of the journey 
of faith.  

There’s Room at the Table    By Pastor Chris 
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3/3 - Third Sunday of Lent: Miracle-Gro 

(Psalm 63:1-8 and Luke 13:1-9)  

3/10 - Fourth Sunday of Lent: Jesus calls 

us to return to God (Psalm 32 and Luke 

15:1-3, 11b-32) 

3/17 - Love Feast Sunday (Psalm 116:1-

2, 12-19 and John 13:1-17, 31b-35) 

3/24 - Palm Sunday: Praise God 
(Philippians 2:5-11 and Luke 19:28-40) 

3/31—Easter Sunday: We remember, 
through the Easter story, that God con-
quers death (Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 
Corinthians 15:19-26  and Luke 24:1-
12) 

 

March Sermons 
SermonThemes 
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MusicCorner 

Music Corner...continued   

in worship and at Love Feast.  One of the most beautiful Taize songs is “Nada te Tur-

be,” number 562.  The gentle repetition of the words of this song creates a feeling of 

calm and peace. 

Nada te turbe Nada te espante 

Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta 

Nada te turbe, nada te espante 

Solo Dios, basta. 

 

Let nothing trouble you, 

Let nothing frighten you. 

Whoever has God lacks nothing.  

Church of the Brethren Scholarships  

ond year of an associate’s 
degree or third year of a 
baccalaureate program. 
Scholarship recipients 
are eligible for only one 
scholarship per degree. 
Nominees must be mem-
bers of the Church of 
the Brethren. Applica-
tions and supporting 
documentation must be 
submitted by April 1. 
Candidates awarded 
scholarships will be noti-
fied in July and funds 
will be sent directly to 
the appropriate school 
for the Fall term. 
 
How are these scholar-
ships possible? Scholar-
ships are awarded from 
the Health Education 
and Research Endow-
ment, which was estab-

lished in 1958 to receive 
gifts raised through a 
fund drive authorized by 
the 1949 Annual Confer-
ence to reopen the Betha-
ny Hospital School of 
Nursing formerly on the 
west side of Chicago. In 
1959, Annual Conference 
authorized that the re-
sources be placed in an 
endowment fund with the 
interest to be used primar-
ily to grant loans and 
scholarships for nursing 
students in the school of 
their choice. 
 
For more information 
and to download applica-
tion forms go to 
www.brethren.org/
nursingscholarships 

The Church of the Breth-
ren awards a limited 
number of scholarships 
each year to individuals 
enrolled in a nursing 
program. Candidates for 
the scholarships must be 
enrolled in a LPN, RN, 
or nursing graduate pro-
gram, and be members of 
the Church of the Breth-
ren. 
 
Scholarships of up to 
$2,000 for RN and grad-
uate nurse candidates, 
and up to $1,000 for 
LPN candidates will be 
awarded to a limited 
number of applicants 
each year. A preference is 
given to new applica-
tions. Also, a preference 
will be given to individu-
als who are in their sec-

CoBInfo 

http://www.brethren.org/nursingscholarships
http://www.brethren.org/nursingscholarships
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Music Corner  By John Shafer and Lincoln Cory 

Taize Music:  What is It and What 
Does It Mean to Us? 

The style of worship music known as 

“Taize” has its roots in a community 

organized in Europe by Roger Schulz.  

“Brother Schulz” as he was known, stud-

ied theology in Switzerland.   He settled 

afterwards in the village of Taize in 

France with the intention of starting a 

religious community in this area which 

was near the French border with Nazi 

occupied territory.  The community 

sheltered may war refugees, sometimes at 

considerable risk.   The community de-

veloped as a place dedicated to prayer 

and that provided reconciliation and 

fostered growth in the trust of God.  

The monastic style community is made 

up of adherents from many denomina-

tions and from all over the world.   

The community at Taize was interested 

in developing an approach to prayer that 

was accessible to a large number of di-

verse people.  A way of praying with 

simple meditative songs was adopted.  

Inspired by the Psalms, these songs are 

simple, meditative, and often repetitive, 

and with beautiful tunes and harmonies.  

It is important in the Taize style of sing-

ing that the singing be done by everyone 

present, not just soloists or choral 

groups.  Taize worship often includes 

times of silence to allow participants to 

“go inside” and become aware of what is 

happening within them.  Focus is often 

on short passages of scripture set to music 

in a chant-like repetition.  Frequently 

instrumentalists will accompany singing of 

Taize songs, providing ever changing ac-

companiment enriching the texture and 

emotion of the music. 

The best known writer of Taize style mu-

sic is Jacques Berthier.  Berthier, (1923-

1994), was a French composer classically 

trained in Paris who was an accomplished 

organist and composer of sacred music. 

Berthier’s gift was his ability to use his 

learned classical music abilities to create 

music that was accessible, beautiful, mem-

orable, and that appealed to a wide variety 

of people, including young people, many 

of whom flock to Taize to experience the 

worship and music there. 

Worshippers at Oakton Church of the 

Brethren will already be familiar with 

some Taize songs.  Michelle Hume recent-

ly taught us “Veni Sancte Spiritus” which 

can be found on page 298 in the hymnal. 

The constant repetition of the Latin 

words meaning “Come, Holy Spirit” un-

derneath the solo part sooths and centers 

us in worship.   We have often sung num-

ber 348, “O, Lord, Hear my Prayer” as a 

prayer response in our services.  Number 

471, “Eat this Bread,” has been used both 

MusicCorner 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

August 4th will be the Kick-off Sunday for VBS this 

year. The week will consist of activities and fellow-

ship for all which will culminate during Celebration 

Sunday on August 11th. So, mark your calendars for 

August 5th to 9th, from 9am-12:30pm and keep your 

eyes open for more information coming soon! 

Now that the heart-shaped boxes of choc-

olate are empty, it is time to think heart 

disease prevention and awareness. Heart 

disease can no longer be seen as only a 

man’s disease, because it is the leading 

cause of death among women in this 

country. Heart disease is more likely to 

lead to the death of women than all 

forms of cancer combined.  According to 

the American Heart Association, 43 mil-

lion women in the US are affected by 

heart disease. Twenty-five to fifty percent 

of women don’t fit male patterns for 

heart disease, so their symptoms and ill-

ness often go unrecognized for a longer 

period.  Women having a heart attack, 

for example, don’t always experience 

what men do, like chest pain or pain in 

their left arm.  Instead women are more 

likely to feel indigestion, chest pressure, 

shortness of breath or fatigue. Emergency 

medical personnel have become increas-

ingly attentive to this difference, but 

education among women lags behind 

so they are often slower to seek medical 

attention.  

Both men and women are encouraged 
to make healthier lifestyle choices by 
decreasing foods high in salt, trans-fat 
and sugar.  Heart-saving tips for every-
one include incorporating more exer-
cise into daily routines such as taking 
the stairs instead of the elevator; choos-
ing to park at the far end of a parking 
lot; taking advantage of the many trails 
and parks in the region; and during 
inclement weather making multiple 
loops inside shopping malls.  Of 
course, all of this only helps if one 
avoids those tantalizing Cinnabuns at 
shopping malls and uses restraint in 
reaching for those favorite chocolates!   

A Heart-to-Heart Reflection    By Shirley Roth 

ParishNurse 

Vacation Bible School is coming in August 

Shirley welcomes your 
comments/questions 
anytime. For a phone 
conversation or to   
request a visit: 

Phone: 240-461-2235 
Email: shirley-
roth21@gmail.com. 

VBSDates 

mailto:shirleyroth21@gmail.com
mailto:shirleyroth21@gmail.com
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Jesus of Nazareth: A Review  By John David Bowman 

Paula began her book in a story 
form relating the life of a young lad on his 
way to Passover in Jerusalem.  The soft 
intro belies a hard driving press to resolve 
a mystery.  Since Jesus was executed as an 
insurrectionist AND none of his disciples 
were charged with that crime, what was the 
reason for his death?  Pressing her investi-
gation, Paula Fredriksen reviewed many of 
the conclusions of scholars as they attempt-
ed to identify and summarize the nature of 
the historical Jesus to see if their conclu-
sions would answer the question.  None 
seemed to satisfy:  Holy Brahmin, political 
insurrectionist, Temple challenger, com-
munity organizer, etc. 

She engaged in a significant 
amount of trying on the theological as-
sumptions of others only to find them 
lacking to resolve the mystery.  Many of 
the alternatives explain why Jesus might 
have been executed for treason, but left 
hanging the issue that Pilate did not arrest 
any of Jesus’ disciples.  That process was 
fair enough.  At times, while she would 
“try on” another’s explanation of how to 
understand Jesus of History I failed to 
follow the “what if” aspect and would be-
come a tad befuddled thinking the argu-
ments were hers only to later read her 
agreeing with my reaction of disagreement 
in the margin but a few paragraphs later.  
I’ll presume this problem with her book is 
my reading style and lack of alertness to 
her process.  I did grow a bit weary of it, I 
must admit. 

But the reason I found the book 
to be a satisfying read has to do with her 
solution to the conundrum. [Spoiler 
alert!!!]  The reason Jesus had to die was 

because of his adoring crowds!  Okay, it is 
a bit more complex, but essentially that’s 
it.  Jesus, she views as an eschatological 
prophet under the influence of his immer-
sion in the Baptist’s tradition at the Jor-
dan.  She suggested John (not the Synop-
tics) got it right regarding Jesus’ ministry 
being frequently exercised in the Judean 
arena as well as Galilee.  Jesus was quite 
familiar with life and people of Judea hav-
ing a number of connections and support-
ers there through the years.  His ministry 
of prophetic announcement was often 
heard at the festivals in Jerusalem.  Caia-
phas and Pilate were likely aware of his 
message and neither took it as a dangerous 
threat. 

A continent of the Passover 
crowds, the admirers of Jesus( and his mes-
sage about the immanent inauguration of 
the Kingdom of God) grew with intensity 
until the momentous Passover (one of 
several previous), when the crowds 
brought a lot of attention to Jesus as not 
only the proclaimer of the Kingdom but 
the awaited its inaugurator–God’s Anoint-
ed, Messiah, Christ.  Christ (The Anoint-
ed) was not a title used by Jesus or his inti-
mate apprentices (i.e. the twelve).  Rather, 
it was a term that came to be used for Jesus 
by a portion of this final Passover crowd. 

By Paula’s reckoning, Pilate knew 
Jesus did not think of himself as Christ 
nor did his disciples.  While he was not 
anxious about Jesus, he viewed the crowds’ 
potential to disrupt his Roman Peace as a 
meaningful threat.  Being the sort who 
would not tolerate any such treat, he deter-
mined to nip it in the bud.  Killing Jesus 
would demoralize the rising sentiment 

BookReview 
Congregational Business Meeting...continued 

Missy Burket’s ministry with 
the CHO adopted families 
continued this year with the 
adoption of two families. 
 
John Shafer’s ministry to 
support outreach activities 
through the Concert Series 
continued with beautiful 
music that reached out to 
our community. 
 
We continued working with 
the board and Property Com-
mittee to make the church 
more welcoming to visitors 
through improved signage.  
The addition of four interior 
signs helps to direct those 
unfamiliar with the church 
layout. 
 
Other hospitality focused 
efforts included the provision 
of “The Message” version of 

the bible for visitors to take.  
This grew out of the hospitali-
ty workshop hosted by Fred 
Barnhard some years ago. 
 
Continued support of CHO 
(Clothes, Food, and Furni-
ture Programs; Adopt-A-
Family; and Christmas Shop) 
 
Continued support of Nova-
co (Life Skills meals) 
 
Continued support of Food 
For Others (food drive) 
 
Collaboration with the Wor-
ship and Music Committee to 
support a bumper sticker 
ministry that was well re-
ceived by the congregation. 
 
Collaboration with Fellow-
ship Committee to continue 
serving Fair Trade coffee, tea, 
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and cocoa. 
 
Collaboration with Chris-
tian Education Committee 
to offer an outreach class 
focused on missions during 
Vacation Bible School and 
to collect toiletries for the 
Lamb Center.  The Lamb 
Center was also chosen as 
the beneficiary of the Chil-
dren’s Offering until VBS 
2013. 
 
Collaboration with Chris-
tian Education Committee 
to offer a Sunday School 
class to familiarize the chil-
dren with CHO and give 
them the opportunity to 
deliver and sort food and 
clothing donations that were 
collected by the congrega-
tion. 

Our campers are blessed by the congrega-
tion's generosity in assisting them with 
Church of the Brethren Summer Camp 
and Work Camp fees. Every camper can 
receive $25. Just remember to get Jerry 
Anne Kines or Pastor Chris to sign your 
application. If you need more help, 
please contact one of them to arrange for 
additional scholarship money. We want 
everyone to have the opportunity to experience 
the fun and faith building experience of camp! 

 

If you would like to make a donation to 
the camp scholarship fund, just note it 

Camp Scholarship Fund 

on your check or envelope. If you would 
like to make your donation in honor of 
someone, please note that also, and we 
will make sure that person is notified of 
your gift in their name. 

 

Need a gift idea? Jerry Anne will draw a 
sketch of your home for a $75 minimum 
donation to the Camp Scholarship Fund. 
You can frame them or you can get them 
printed onto notecards. They make great 
invitations, housewarming gifts, etc. Con-
tact Jerry Anne if you would like to see 
samples or talk about a project. 

CampFund 

CBMUpdate 



Oakton Church of the Brethren Newsletter 
Page 8 

 

 

 3/3/2013 3/10/2013 3/17/2013 3/24/2013 3/31/2013 

Worship Leader: Mark Wilkerson  Gretchen Zience Harry Biddle Ryan Richardson Matt Landes 

Children's Story: Jan Burket Rob Powell Mark Wilkerson Chris Bowman Jan Burket 

Acolyte:     Drew Seidel 

Greeters: Wayne Spangler Jane Meadows Kim Ferrari Shirley Roth Jan Fisher-Bachman 

  Carol Spangler Mark Wilkerson Harry Biddle Gretchen Zience Vern Wingert 

Organ: John Shafer Lee Hylton John Shafer John Shafer John Shafer 

Piano:  John Shafer  Cathy Carson  

Hymn Leader: Carol Spangler 
Christine  
Wuhrman Carol Spangler 

Mary Beth  

MacKinnon Michelle Hume 

Counters: Louis Levesque Louis Levesque Karl Wilkerson Harry Biddle Wayne Spangler 

  Bev Levesque Bev Levesque Bridgette  Beach Leslie Connolly Carol Spangler 

Nursery: Landon Kines Chris Morrison Sherry Bowman Kay Lee June Gonzalez 

Nursery Assistant: Sarah Beth Seidel Michael Biddle Hannah Seidel Casey Comer Peggy O’Neil 

Children's Church  
Leader: Michelle Gill Karen Richardson Debbie Seidel Debbie Seidel Michelle Gill 

Children's Church  

Helper: Emma Bachman Cyrus Kianersi Miller Kines Hannah Seidel Luke Finet 

Sunday School  

Nursery: Kim Ferrari 
Jan  
Fisher Bachman Kim Ferrari Jake Burket Karen Richardson 

Nursery Toy  

Cleaners: 
Missy and Jake 
Burket 

Missy and Jake 
Burket 

Missy and Jake 
Burket 

Missy and Jake 
Burket 

Missy and Jake 
Burket 

Coffee Time  
Preparers: Joel & Sue Comer Sherry Bowman Debbie Herring Pat Reed Easter 

March 2013 Volunteers MarVolunteers 
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Jesus of Nazareth: A Review...continued 

among the rabble who were promoting Jesus as the Davidic King.  She accepted that 
her construction involves an element of speculation, but she laid out a reasonable 
argument for her main thesis. 

So, it would seem that Jesus’ (and his ministry’s) worst enemies are his sup-
porters.  Not much has changed. 

Facts on District Financials 

BookReview 

DistrictFinance 

 

MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

FOR THE 12 MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2012

PAID TO DATE 2012

ACTUAL BUDGET

Congregational Pledges 194,728.01$   175,716.00$ 

Other Income 18,214.59$     

Total Income 212,942.60$   175,716.00$ 

Expenses 185,200.24$   189,774.00$ 

Surplus/(Deficit) 27,742.36$     (14,058.00)$  

1/27/13  Congregational Business Meeting  
CBMUpdate 

Action / Reflection Committee Report 
Karl Wilkerson and Bridgette Beach 

 
Committee Overview:  The Action/Reflection 
committee seeks to engage the congregation in 
conversations and reflections that promote 
spiritual growth and help make connections 
between faith and life.  Some specific areas of 
focus include peace witness, hospitality, evange-
lism, and service (both within and beyond the 
congregation). 
 
2012 Membership:  Karl Wilkerson (co-chair), 
Bridgette Beach (co-chair), Steve Schultz, John 
Shafer, Missy Burket, Rob Powell, Joe Lykens, 
Cathy Carson, and Kay Lee. 

Invitation to Additional Members:  The 
committee welcomes all those with a pas-
sion for outreach.  If you feel called to serve, 
talk with any of the committee members 
about how we can work together. 
 
Highlights in 2012:   
Monetary donations from the congregation 
supported our response to Hurricane 
Sandy, MAD Disaster Response Auction, 
and the Brethren Nutrition Program. 
 
Cathy Carson’s blanket ministry continued 
knitting of blankets for different groups in 
need and began providing “One Minute 
Bibles” with each blanket. 

For additional  
committee  
reports, please see 
our Winter  
Newsletter 



Oakton Church of the Brethren 

April 

4/9, 7 pm: Worship/Music  Committee Meeting 
4/14, 12:30 pm: Birthday Dinner 
4/17, 6:30 pm: Property Committee Meeting,                                           
          7:30 pm: Board Meeting                
4/22, 6:30 pm: Action/Reflection Committee Meeting                                   
 
Deacons of the Month:  
John Shafer, Jane Meadows,  
Angela Finet, Mark Wilkerson 

Sunday Morning Schedule:  

Choir—9:00 

Coffee & Fellowship Time—9:15 

Sunday School—9:45 

Worship—11:00    

March 

3/2, 9 am —2 pm: Deep Leadership                             
3/3, 12:30 pm: Youth Brethren Beliefs                                              
3/6, 7 pm: Deacon Meeting                                 
3/12, 7 pm: Worship/Music  Committee Meeting                                                                  
3/17,  noon: Love Feast  
3/18, 6:30 pm: Action/Reflection Committee Meeting                                   
3/20, 6:30 pm: Property Committee Meeting,                                           
          7:30 pm: Board Meeting                    
3/31, 9:45 am: Easter Breakfast     
 
Deacons of the Month:  
Harry Biddle, Kim Ferrari, Gretchen Zience 

Oakton Church of the Brethren 

DON’T FORGET TO 

SPRING  

FORWARD... 

 

March 10th 


