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Events

September

9/5, 8:30 am: Inova Healthfair Bus
(appointment required)

9/8, 9:15 am: Coffee Time Returns,
9:45 am: Sunday School Returns, 12:30
pm: Church Picnic (Potluck)

9/11, 7 pm: Deacon Meeting

9/15, 9 am: Choir Practice Returns,
12:30 pm: Action/Reflection
Committee Meeting (Restaurant TBD)
9/18, 6:30 pm: Property Committee
Meeting, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting

Please note our office hours:
9:00 a.m.—noon

Monday-Friday

Events (continued)
October

10/8, 7 pm: Worship Committee Mtg
10/14, 6:30 pm: Action/Reflection
Committee Meeting (OCoB)

10/16, 6:30 pm: Property Committee
Meeting, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting
10/26, time TBD: Pumpkin Party
(Potluck at Oakton CoB)
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A “Wild” Time at Oakton CoB!

By Jan Burket

helpers.

This year, Vacation Bible School was filled with
Terrific Tigers, Jazzy Jaguars, Zany Zebras, and Gentle
Giraffes, who all mingled peacefully in the Kingdom
of the Son. During the week of August 5-9, the age
groups were led through five days of lessons, crafts,
snacks, and games by many Godly guides and

Children's Ministry Coordinator Debbie Seidel and
helpers filled the sanctuary with a safari theme to

kick off the week. Each day began with morning worship, then the group
broke into station activities: Marketplace Crafts, Sonrise Camp Bible
Story, Grasslands Games, and Game Reserve Music. Several Junior and
Senior High Youth helped in classes and with games.

Daily lessons were based on scripture and story from the Bible: God

listens, provides, forgives, protects,
and rules! Crafts designed by
Jerry-Anne Kines and Linda Powell
included making ostrich eggs, ani-
mal-skin frames and placemats,
mobiles, elephant pictures, and
lion masks~a particular favorite of
Jason Chou-Wiens.

Music was a hit for many. Terrific
Tiger Esri Lowe really enjoyed
playing the chimes with Mrs. Carol
Spangler. "I got to learn a lot of
new things like damping and
measures," she said. Zany Zebra
Lydia Richardson had a "fabulous
time," according to her mom Ka-
ren. "She's still singing the songs,
and wanting to show off all the

things she made."

All the groups learned the Lord's
Prayer during the week, which was
also the focus of Pastor Chris's ser-
mon on Celebration Sunday, Aug.
11. A slide show of photos from
the week (prepared by Sarah Beth
Seidel) allowed everyone to enjoy
the experience.

A big THANK YOU went out
from the children to all those who
contributed to the week—teachers,
game leaders, snack providers, craft
helpers, nursery volunteers, and
members of the congregation who
donated supplies and prayed for
the group during the week.
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Beginning Again

September begins the new
year here at Oakton
Church. Attendance
strengthens as folks return
from vacationing, there is
generally an uptick in
giving, and Sunday School
resumes. It’s a natural
time to consider the
church’s ministries in the

coming year.

With the great success of
this summer’s book study,
look for others to be of-
fered in the near future.
Plans are in the works for
two new studies (one for
people who enjoy looking
deeply into theological

issues and teachings and

one for folks who are

interested in exploring

the ABC'’s of faith.

The Youth are off to a
great start with a large
number headed to Beach
Week with the district
youth group. We also
anticipate a baby dedica-
tion or two, a baptism or
two, new members, and
a sermon series that fo-
cuses on the difference
God makes in every
room of the house: God
in the Kitchen, God in
the Guest Room, God in

the Bedroom, etc.

This comes on top of

another successful Sum-

Chris Bowman

mer Vacation Bible
School this past month.
Nigerian visitors sharing
with us about their faith.
Young people becoming
more involved in worship
(solos and skits etc.) and
our new web site (a vast
improvement) with cur-
rent sermons, newsletters
and bulletins being up-
dated regularly.

Things are looking good
for the start of our new
church year and we are
left to ask: what is God
up to at Oakton Church
and how do we become

part of that work of God?

Spicy Sausage Quiche Anna Lee Peterson - Frederick, MD

September Sermons

9/1 Jeremiah 1:4-10; Luke 13:10-17
“Claimed, Freed, and Called”

[Answer your call to ministry]

9/8 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
“44,999 + 1”7

[Divisions in the Body of Christ are
contrary to the Mind of Christ.]

9/15 Matthew 11:28-30; Isaiah 58:9b-14

“Choosing your yoke”

[When yoked with Jesus we are helped

on our direction and our efforts]

9/22 Luke 16:1-13; Deut. 12”19

“Now, concerning the offering”
[Tithes and offerings are responses of

obedience and thanksgiving.]

9/29 “In Residence With God”

This begins the series looking at God
in various aspects of life by looking at

God in various rooms of the house.

Today’s introduction will emphasize

how choosing to be a Christian is to

lives.

choose to let God (in the Spirit of
Christ) enter and guide our whole

I have been making this family favorite since my three children were babies. It is
easy and can be enjoyed any time of day. The variations are a nice way to keep
it interesting and provide veggies for the family.

Serves 6

1 1/4 cups skim milk

4 large eggs

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper

2 cups shredded Cheddar or Swiss cheese

2 tablespoons flour

1/2 pound spicy sausage, cooked and crumbled
1 frozen (9-inch deep dish) piecrust

#  Preheat the over to 350 degrees F.

*  Combine the milk, eggs, salt, and pepper in a large bowl. Mix well
and set aside.

* In a medium bowl, toss the cheese with the flour and ass to the egg
mixture. Add the sausage and stir to combine thoroughly. Pour into
the piecrust and bake on the middle oven rack for 40-45 minutes, or
until a toothpick inserted into the center comes out clean.

Variations: If you like vegetables, consider adding 1/4 cup finely diced
onions, mushrooms, broccoli, and/or spinach.

** The above recipe was taken from The New Inglenook Cookbook -
page 35. Copies of the cookbook can be purchased from Brethren Press
through their website at www.brethrenpress.com.
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Word Find - God Rules

All of the words listed
are in the puzzle - left,
right, up, down or
diagonally. Once you've
completed the puzzle,
unscramble the
remaining letters to
form the mystery
answer. What does

God rule?
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Timeless Grace

By Shirley Roth

Late summer can evoke a sense of
slowed time, of happy, new memo-
ries, and of looking forward to the
cooler season ahead. There is a grace
to this, a feeling of imminent shifting
and moving forward that has marked
seasonal shifts since the beginning of
time.

Woatching the gentle lapping of the
water along the Chesapeake Bay one
recent week-end found me musing
about the gift of grace in my

life. Flashes of hymns expressing
God's wonderful love and grace along

with passages from the Psalms
blended in with the beauty of the
scenic beach. Never far from my
thoughts is the joy of family and of
the innocent grace in the face of
Liam, my newborn grandson.

Yes, new demands are beckoning
around the corner with fall sched-
ules and days filled with new chal-
lenges. But I hope you embrace the
beauty of late summer, and enjoy
your own Timeless Grace, in what-
ever form it may be for you!

Sunday School Coming Soon! By Anne Kosek

Annual Conference Information

Sunday School classes for all ages return on Sunday, September 8th at
9:45am. We have many returning teachers and some new ones as well. Think
about joining one of these classes for faith building and fellowship!

PreK-K Michelle Gill

1st-2nd Sherry Bowman

3rd-5th Pam Young-Schultz and Linda Powell
6th-8th Brian Bachman and Jan Fischer-Bachman
9th-12th John and Colleen Eddy

Common Ground Class Led

Sojourners Harry Biddle
Pathfinders Mark Phillips

For more about the 2013 Annual Conference: Go to www.brethren.org/

ac2013 for webcasts of business, worship, the La Verne Chancel Choir

concert plus photo albums, news stories, more. Conference
Wrap-Up DVD and Sermons DVD are available for checkout in our library.

This Wrap Up (found on pages 12-13) was produced by Cheryl Brumbaugh-
Cayford, director of News Services for the Church of the Brethren, with help
from the Annual Conference News Team: photographers Glenn Riegel, Regi-
na Holmes, Debbie Surin, Alysson Wittmeyer; writers Frances Townsend,
Frank Ramirez, Karen Garrett; Conference Journal editor Eddie Edmonds;
Brethren Press publisher Wendy McFadden; Donor Communications staff

Mandy Garcia; website staff Amy Heckert and Don Knieriem.
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Shirley welcomes your

comments/questions
anytime. For a phone
conversation or to

request a visit:

Phone: 240-461-2235
Email: shirley-
roth2 1@gmail.com.
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Picnic

Church Picnic, September 8th

Conference Wrap-Up (continued)

Join us on Sunday, September to share, a chair/blanket for

8th, immediately following
the church service on the

property below the parking

lot. Hot dogs, hamburgers,
drinks, condiments and table-
ware will be provided. All you
need to bring is a dish
(vegetable, salad, or dessert)

seating, and of course, your
appetite! See you there!

Local Events

Virginia
Indian
Festival:
Riverbend
Park will
host the
annual
Virginia Indian Festival
on Saturday, September
7th. The 2013 festival
includes eight American
Indian tribes from Vir-
ginia who will share their
culture, history and tradi-
tions, including the
Rappahannock dancers
and drummers.

Enjoy hands on activities
and live demonstrations
including American Indi-
an storytelling, shooting
bow and arrows, throw-
ing spears, making stone
tools, and assist in build-

ing a longhouse and a
dugout canoe. Visit the
marketplace of American
Indian crafts, pottery and
jewelry.

The Park Authority’s
Riverbend Park is locat-
ed in Great Falls. For
more information, call
703-759-3211 or visit
their website at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov
parks/riverbend
events.htm#school

Family Skate Night(s):
The entire family can
enjoy Friday evening

skating in the Vienna
Community Center
Gymnasium. The cost is
$1.00/person. Partici-
pants are required to
bring their own skates
and safety equipment.
Please, NO SCOOTERS
- roller skaters and in-line
skaters only. Children
without skates must
remain off the floor for
safety reasons. Parents are
required to stay and
welcome to participate.
Safety equipment is
strongly recommended!

September 6 — December 20
(No Skating September
27, November 1, 8, 15,
29)

Friday from 6:30 p.m. -
8:00 p.m.

Proposal on more equitable representa-
tion is returned: A proposal from the
Mission and Ministry Board responding
to a query on equitable representation
on the board did not receive the two-
thirds majority required to pass. The
officers ruled that the decision of the
2012 Conference to refer the concerns
of the query to the Mission and Ministry
Board still stands and that the board
should do further work and bring a dif-
ferent answer to the 2014 Annual Con-
ference. The officers provided an oppor-
tunity for delegates to submit recommen-
dations to the board for its further work.

Increased number on Mission and Min-
istry Board executive committee: A
proposal to increase the number of
members of the Executive Committee of
the Mission and Ministry Board was
approved.

Cost of living for pastors: The delegates
approved a 1.4 percent cost of

living increase to the minimum cash
salary table for pastors for 2014.

ax

Photo by Debbie Surin

Elections and appointments

Moderator-elect: David Steele, Middle
Pennsylvania District executive.

Annual Conference Program and
Arrangements Committee: Shawn Flory
Replogle, McPherson, Kan.

Bethany Seminary trustee, clergy: Frank
Ramirez, Everett, Pa.

Laity: Donna Shumate, Sparta, N.C.
Brethren Benefit Trust Board: Sara
Huston Brenneman, Hershey, Pa.
Mission and Ministry Board from Area 2:
Dennis Webb, Aurora, IIl. Area 3: Jona-
than Andrew Prater, Harrisonburg, Va.
Filling unexpired term of

Rhonda Ritenour, who has resigned from the
board: Donita Keister, Mifflinburg, Pa.
On Earth Peace Board: Chris Riley,
Luray, Va.

Pastoral Compensation and Benefits
Advisory Committee: Nancy Bowman,
Fishersville, Va.

Appointments confirmed:

Mission and Ministry Board: Connie Burk
Davis of Westminster, Md.

On Earth Peace Board: John Cassel, Oak
Park, Ill. Michelet Hyppolite, North
Woodmere, N.Y.

Bethany Seminary Board: Katherine
Melhorn, Wichita, Kan. John Neff,
Moneta, Va.

BBT Board: Carol Hess, Lancaster, Pa.
Jerry Patterson, Ashburn, Va. Beth
Sollen-
berger,
Goshen,
Ind.
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$1,000 donated to
Brethren Press for
church libraries: Given by
an anonymous donor,
winners of four daily
drawings received a $250
gift certificate to the
Conference bookstore:
Black Rock Church of the
Brethren, Brownsville
Church of the Brethren,
Lafayette Church of the
Brethren, Round Hill
Church of the Brethren.
$4,895,000 income and
expense: Budget for
Church of the Brethren
Core Ministries in 2014,
set by the Mission and
Ministry Board.

4 Open Roof Awards:
Presented by
Congregational Life to
Stone Church of the
Brethren, Wolgamuth
Church of the Brethren,
Elizabethtown Church of
the Brethren, Nettle
Creek Church of the
Brethren.

37 walkers, 64 runners:
Participants in the BBT
Fitness Challenge.

Top finishers

from left: Susan
Fox, Chelsea
Goss, Matthew
Fahs-Brown,
and Don
Shankster.

Photo by
Glenn Riegel




Delegate body handles a packed business agenda

Photo by Glenn Riegel

The officers’ table: at center
is moderator Bob Krouse,
who led the 2013 Annual
Conference. At left is
moderator-elect Nancy Sol
lenberger Heishman, and at
right Conference secretary
James Beckwith.

Conference
by the numbers

2,481 people: Registration
total included 721
delegates and 1,760
nondelegates.
1 new fellowship
welcomed: Living Stream
in Pacific Northwest
District.
134 productive units of
blood: Collected by the
Conference Blood Drive
sponsored by Brethren
Disaster Ministries.
$6,300 for hunger relief:
Raised by the Quilt
Auction of the Associa-
tion for the Arts in the
Church of the Brethren.

Delegates to the Church of the Brethren
Annual Conference on June 29-July 3 in
Charlotte, N.C., han-
dled a packed business
agenda, led by modera-
tor Bob Krouse, pastor
of Little Swatara Church
of the Brethren in Beth-
el, Pa. Assisting Krouse
were moderator elect
Nancy Sollenberger
Heishman and
‘Conference secretary
James Beckwith.

A full Day of Spiritual Renewal prepared
for the business sessions. Popular speak-
ers Philip Yancey and Mark Yaconelli led
morning and afternoon worship. There
were Equipping Workshops, a Concert
of Prayer, meal events including the
Brethren Press and Messenger dinner
with theologian Stanley Hauerwas, and a
reception hosted by the Mission and
Ministry Board and staff.

Recognition for the Church of the
Brethren in Spain: The Conference
recognized with enthusiasm the Brethren
movement taking hold in Spain. The
church got started about 10 years ago
when Brethren from the Dominican
Republic emigrated to Spain to find
employment and started churches.

‘Biblical Inspiration and Authority’
paper still relevant: “How do you

decide in 30 minutes what to do with
a...3,000 year old book?” asked modera-
tor Bob Krouse, during the discussion of
a query on biblical authority from
Virlina District. The action of the 2013

Conference was “that the 1979

Annual Conference statement on Bibli-
cal Inspiration and Authority is still
relevant and represents the position of
the denomination today. We encourage
its ongoing study in personal and corpo-
rate settings.”

Resolution Against Drone Warfare is
adopted: Developed by the Office of
Public Witness, the document was
adopted by the Mission and Ministry
Board earlier this year. Thought to be
the first statement against military
drones by an American church body, it
addresses the use of drones in warfare in
the context of a reaffirmation of the
Brethren assertion that “war is sin” and
cites scripture and previous Conference
statements. The resolution calls for ac-
tion by the church and its members, and
by the President and Congress.

Revision to Ministerial Leadership Poli-
ty is returned: The Revision to Ministe-
rial Leadership Polity was received with
appreciation, but returned to the Mis-
sion and Ministry Board “for revision in
accordance with Standing Committee
concerns, to be brought back to the
2014 Annual Conference.” The Stand-
ing Committee of district delegates had
spent time discussing the revision. Con-
cerns centered in four areas: lack of men-
tion of the plural non-salaried ministry
(free ministry), the mandatory makeup
of the cohort for each minister, transi-
tion of the new “commissioned minis-
ter” status to ordained minister, and
what happens if there is a change of call
for a commissioned minister.

Love in Action

“...If I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing...” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3).
“You are loved by Jesus.” It’s a message that we all need to hear. It also provided a
great foundation for daily worship at National Junior High Conference at Elizabeth-
town College last month.

Our time together in worship reminded us of Jesus’ love, and
then went beyond that message to call us to action. During
each worship service a new nugget of knowledge was added:
You are loved by Jesus. Now speak! Now give! Now move!

“I loved you before you even existed,” said an actor represent-
ing God in our opening worship service. “I created you with
great care, and made you wonderful. You are unlike any other v
person, and you have a purpose in life that cannot be fulfilled
by anyone else.”

The depth of God’s love is beyond our understanding, but
participants caught glimpses of it throughout the weekend. It
was in worship, and it was in workshops; it was in recreation
time and meals together. We even saw it portrayed through
some pretty great characters during worship.

There were moments that made us laugh, like when poor Lee “lost” his cell phone in
one skit and couldn’t function without it. As well as moments that made us stop and
think, as when “Jesus” broke bread for us, revealing to his disciples who he truly was.
More than 400 junior high students and leaders from all over the country came to-
gether for one weekend at National Junior High Conference. We heard God’s call to
love, and to let our love speak through action. We had lots of fun, and we also wor-
shiped together. That is what God’s love is truly about: Speaking love in community,

giving love in faith, and moving love into action.

~Rachel Witkousky completes a twosyear term with Brethren Volunteer Service on July 31. Dur-

ing that time she coordinated workcamps, Christian Citizenship Seminar, and National Junior

High Conference. To see photos and a wrap-up video from NJHC, wisit www.brethren.org/njhc .

To learn more about and support Church of the Brethren youth and young adult ministries, visit

wwaw. brethren.org/yya

Conference
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Worshiping together at

National Junior High

Conference.

Photos by Glenn Riegel
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VBS: In Pictures

Pictures

Photos by

Chris Bowman

Conference Reflections

By Cathy Carson

The overall dedication of all con-
ference participants was the first thing
which appealed to me. These individuals
included, but were not limited to: hymn
leader, blind brothers who were members
of the choir, our stressed “no music” choir
director, leaders and interpreters for wor-
ship session and the main speakers. I was
also impressed by the professionalism of the
conference center security personnel,
particularly when it acme down to locating
the “wandering disabled” conference at-
tendee.

I very much enjoyed Philip Yanc-
ey’s presentation (Grace) - both sermon and
workshop. Likewise, the messages of Mark
Yaconelli (Prayers) and Sue Inhauser (Move
In Our Midst Through US!).

As to workshops, I chose several
which I had found to be very interesting.
BDM (Brethren Disaster Ministries) has
changed quite a bit since I was a “tween-
aged”, wall-washing, mud slinger. It was
nice to learn about the more recent empha-
sis on rebuild, after others have done basic
cleanup. I've been re-inspired; maybe I'll
help build a couple of houses in OK in a
few years. The Mission Field In Your Own

Backyard was quite informative. It was very
useful to learn the actual step-by-step
process necessary to establish a campus
ministry appealing to young adults. As well,
it was useful to be reminded of the
particular needs/situations of this age
group.

Last, but not least, was the work-
shop addressing the topic of multicultural

evangelism which I attended - simultaneous-

ly presented in 2 languages. The interpret-
er for this workshop exhibited extreme
professionalism. To attendees, the
challenge was made. Similarly to the
young adult population, learn the specific
needs/situations pertaining to specific
cultures. Use what you learn to Engage,
Encourage and Educate. Participants were
asked how many of us were bilingual or
even multilingual. Imagine my surprise to
learn that in a group of approximately 80
people, there were only 3 of us - the pastor
from Roanoke, the interpreter and me. I
count English as one language, ASL
(American Sign Language) and my very
rusty, but still semi-fluent Castilian Span-
ish, [ was absolutely amazed to learn that I
was the only multilingual person in the
room. That led to a whole lot of thought
provoking further discussion among
participants.

Annual Conference presented
me with one other significant pleasure -
friends both old and new. It was nice to
connect with some new friends - those
who live a distance away and a few who
actually reside quite close. It was also great
fun to re-connect with some friends whom
I haven’t seen in person any time in the
last 36-45 years! Yes, some of the “gang”
from college days and one woman from
my Camp Eder days—as camper, not coun-
selor. It is always interesting to note how
conversation with these long-term friends
always seem to pick up where they last left
off, no matter how many “not face-to-face”

years have intervened.
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September 2013 Volunteers

VBS: In Pictures

9/1/2013 9/8/2013 9/15/2013 9/22/2013 9/29/2013
Worship
Leader: TBD Harry Biddle Scott Seidel Rob Powell Mark Phillips
Children's Jan Fischer-
Story: Rob Powell Mark Wilkerson | Bachman Chris Bowman |Jan Burket
Patrick
Acolyte: TBD Joey Gonzalez Sam Shelton Drew Seidel O’Neil
Jan Fischer- Wayne
Greeters: Kim Ferrari Gretchen Zience |Bachman Bob Seidel Spangler
Carol
Mary Ellen Judd | Shirley Roth Vern Wingert Carolyn Seidel |Spangler
Organ: John Shafer TBD John Shafer John Shafer John Shafer
Piano: Cathy Carson
Mary Beth Christine Michelle Carol
Hymn Leader: |Carol Spangler |MacKinnon Wuhrman Hume Spangler
Sherry
Counters: Harry Biddle Karl Wilkerson | Wayne Spangler |Lou Levesque |Bowman
Leslie Connolly |Bridgette Beach | Carol Spangler | Bev Levesque | Kim Ferrari
June
Nursery: Chris Morrison | Landon Kines Sherry Bowman | Kay Lee Gonzalez
Nursery Sarah Beth Sarah Beth
Assistant: Seidel Michael Biddle Hannah Seidel | Casey Comer | Seidel
SS Nursery: N/A Jake Burket Jan Burket Kim Ferrari Jake Burket
Children’s Karen
Church Leader: | Debbie Seidel | Michelle Gill Debbie Seidel Missy Burket | Richardson
Children’s Cyrus
Church Helper: | Emma Bachman | TBD Miller Kines Hannah Seidel |Kianersi
Missy and Jake | Missy and Jake Missy and Jake | Missy and Jake |Missy and
Nursery Toy Burket Burket Burket Burket Jake Burket
Coffee Time: N/A TBD TBD TBD TBD

Pictures

Photos by

Chris Bowman
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29 30 Oct1 2 3 2 5 10/16, 6:30 pm: Property Committee Meeting,

Sep 29 - Oct 5

Grady Mendenhall's Birthday,
Kara Judd's Birthday

9:00am Choir
9:15am Coffee
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship
1:00pm DMC (Korean)
4:00pm IPC (Espanol)

10:00am DMC (Korean)

7:30 pm: Board Meeting

10/26, time TBD: Pumpkin Party (Potluck at

Oakton CoB)

Deacons of the Month:

Wayne Spangler, Carol Spangler, Bob Seidel,
Carolyn Seidel, Mary Ellen Judd




